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July 7, 2011
MEMORANDUM FOR WALDORF SOCCER CLUB
FROM: WALDORF SOCCER CLUB EXECUTIVE BOARD
SUBJECT:  Policy Directive 2011-7, Recreational Program
1. The purpose of this policy is to ensure the recreational teams representing the Waldorf SC are of the highest caliber possible.  Additionally, the Waldorf SC recognizes its responsibility to provide players the best opportunity to compete at the levels appropriate to their skills.  To be able to compete at these levels, the Club is charged with providing an avenue towards developing the individual player, both on the technical level and in personal growth.  Lastly, the Waldorf SC recognizes, regardless of the caliber of opposing teams or the level of competitive play; sportsmanship (players, parents, and team officials), fair play, and the well being of the player are always first and foremost.
2. Recreational Program Overview
The Waldorf SC administers and executes a recreational soccer program in the U6 (under 6 years old), U8, U10, U12, U14 and U18 age groups.  All recreational teams under the Waldorf SC are required to abide by all rules, policies, procedures, policy directives, and guidance set forth by the Waldorf SC Executive Board.  Members of recreational teams are defined as coaches, assistant coaches, players, parents, and guardians.  All recreational team members must abide by this policy.  Recreational teams in the U14 and U18 age groups will participate in the Southern Maryland Youth Soccer League (SMYSL), which is administered by the Charles County Parks and Recreation Division.  If the rules of the SMYSL are more restrictive than this document, then those rules take precedence over the same rules in this document.
3. Overall Governing Body
Except as otherwise provided herein, the Federation International de Football Association (FIFA) Laws of the Game shall be followed for all competitions sponsored under the auspices of the Waldorf Soccer Club.  The FIFA Laws of the Game may be accessed through the FIFA web site, www.fifa.com.
4. Recreational Soccer Year

In accordance with United States Youth Soccer Association guidelines, the recreational soccer year is based upon a cut-off date of August 1st and is broken into two sessions, the fall session and the spring session.
5. Player Administration

a. Each player shall have paid his or her registration fees at the appropriate time for each session.  Players will not participate in the program (to include practices, games, etc) until such fees have been paid.

b. Each player will have on-file with their coach a signed (by their parent/guardian) Medical Authorization / Release Form.  The coach must be able to produce this documentation any time they are requested to do so by competent authority (Waldorf SC Executive Board members).  If a player does not have a signed Medical Authorization / Release Form on file from their parent/guardian, they will be prohibited from participating in the program (to include practices, games, etc).  If the infraction is discovered during the commencement of a game, the player will immediately be removed from the field of play.

c. Coaches, Parents and Players will be held accountable for adherence to the Waldorf SC Code of Conduct (see attachment 1).  Club members are responsible for familiarizing all parties (i.e. visiting relatives) with the Code of Conduct.  Coaches and parents/ guardians will sign an acknowledgement form stating they understand the contents of the Code of Conduct and the Club’s expectations regarding the Code of Conduct.  This acknowledgement will be maintained on file with the coach.  The coach must be able to produce this documentation any time they are requested to do so by competent authority (Waldorf SC Executive Board members).  If a player does not have a signed Code of Conduct acknowledgement on file from their parent/guardian, they will be prohibited from participating in the program (to include practices, games, etc).  If the infraction is discovered during the commencement of a game, the player will immediately be removed from the field of play.
6. Player Equipment

a. Uniforms – Players must wear the jerseys and socks issued by the Waldorf Soccer Club.  Under no circumstances will any player names (including nicknames) be printed on uniform articles.  Sponsorships and advertisements (with the exception of official Waldorf SC sponsors) are also prohibited.
b. Shin Guards – All players will wear shin guards for all practices, games, and other activities sponsored by the Waldorf Soccer Club when actively playing the game of soccer.

c. All age groups may and are encouraged to wear plastic, molded soccer cleats.  Sneakers or soft-soled flexible multi-purpose athletic shoes are also acceptable.  No metal cleats are allowed for any age group.  No baseball or football cleats are allowed for any age group.

d. Goalies must wear a jersey that contrasts from both competing teams' colors.  A pinnie may be utilized to accomplish this requirement.

e. Jewelry, of any type, will not be worn.  Body-piercing jewelry shall be removed before the commencement of the game.  If the referee sees any type of jewelry after the game begins, he/she will send off the offending player (no substitution) until the jewelry is removed.  It will be the discretion of the referee as to when the offending player shall re-enter the game.

f. Children with casts may be allowed to play in game situations at the discretion of the referee.  Children with casts may participate in team practices at the discretion of their parents/guardians with the concurrence of the coach.  The cast shall be padded in either case.

g. Eye Glasses - Players wearing eyeglasses must wear a retaining strap.

h. Hair beads are not allowed.  Players with hair beads will not be allowed to play, under any circumstances, until the beads have been removed. Hair beads may not be covered by a hat, scarf or any other head cover.
i. The referee's decision on any apparel is final.

7. Recreational Team Head and Assistant Coaches

a. All recreational teams will have one named head coach and one named assistant coach.
i. Head coaches must be at least 18 years of age and will submit to a background security check performed by the National Center for Safety Initiatives.  This check shall remain valid for a period of three years and will then need to be renewed.  Coaches receiving unfavorable results on their background security check will be dismissed from their duties.
ii. Assistant coaches must be at least 16 years of age.  Assistant coaches do not need to submit to a background security check.
b. It is the coach’s responsibility to evaluate all players on their team.  If a player is consistently demonstrating superior skill and athleticism, the coach shall be proactive in recommending (to the gender program director with the concurrence of the parents/guardians) the child for placement in a higher age division or the travel program.
c. The Waldorf Soccer Club Executive Board reserves the right to dismiss coaches from their duties.
d. It is the responsibility of the coaches to evaluate and turn in to the program director a Player Evaluation Form before the last game of every season.  These evaluations are used to monitor player development (evaluate coaching performance) and assist in team building for subsequent seasons.
e. Coaches must have a current roster in their physical possession at the start of every contest.  Throughout the course of a season, if a player(s) is/are added, a new roster must be received before the new player(s) can participate in a game. The Vice President (VP), Recreational Program will provide a signed copy of all rosters (initial and amended). If VP, Recreational Program is not available, the affected program director will fill in.  Only rostered players will be on the bench during a game.  Any games played with unrostered players will be considered forfeits and the coach’s status will be reviewed by the Executive Board (to include immediate removal from coaching duties and/or expulsion from the Waldorf Soccer Club).
f. When picking up jerseys, the coaches must check and make sure the number of jerseys and socks match the number of players assigned to their roster.  No additional jerseys will be provided after uniform pick up.  If a size change is needed, a one-for-one exchange will be completed.  The coach has up until ten days before the first game of the season to request this exchange.  The coach must sign for all uniforms.

8. Game Start Times and Player Requirements

a. The Waldorf Soccer Club will publish game schedules.  If a team is not prepared to start at the scheduled game time, that team will be given a grace period of fifteen additional minutes.  If after the fifteen-minute grace period, the unprepared team is still not ready to play, a forfeit will be declared and the unprepared team will be awarded a 1-0 loss.

b. If both teams cannot field enough players, the game will be cancelled.  The game may be rescheduled at the discretion of the Vice President, Recreational Program.

c. As soon as the minimum number of eligible players to play a game is achieved, the match must start regardless of whether the grace period has fully elapsed.

d. If a team enters a match with the minimum number of players, and a player or players is/are ejected or injured, the match will be terminated and that team forfeits the match with a score of 1-0 loss.
e. Only two coaches and team rostered players will be allowed on the team’s bench during game play.  All parents and children will watch from the spectator side of the field.

9. Recreational Team Formulation

a. Each season, the Waldorf SC shall form recreational teams by age group divisions as set forth by the Waldorf SC Executive Board.  The Boys Program Director and the Girls Program Director are responsible for formulating recreational teams in their respective programs (including teams participating in the SMYSL). 
b. In-house teams (U6, U8, U10 & U12) shall remain together for the duration of the fall and spring sessions for the current soccer year ONLY.
c. As much as possible, placement on a SMYSL team (U14 & U18) will be for the duration of that player's participation in that age group.  However, for those players who choose to only play one season per year, placement on the same team is NOT guaranteed.  Additional, necessary changes are anticipated due to seasonal fluctuation in the number of teams registered and participating in the SMYSL.
d. The Waldorf SC Executive Board retains the right to disband any team at any time. Between the fall and spring sessions, if teams in a specific age group are considered unbalanced, the program directors (at the direction of the VP, Recreational Program or President) shall restructure the teams to make the age group as balanced as possible.
10. Game Execution

a. Coaches are required to check the Waldorf SC Master Schedule on the Club’s website each Wednesday and Friday.  This is to ensure any changes, especially after reschedules (rainouts, field closures or other conflicts), can be observed in a timely manner and communicated to each affected team.

b. Do not run up the score during a game.  Sportsmanship takes precedence over any and all issues during the course of a game.  Coaches should do everything within their power to ensure that there is no more than a four-goal differential.  Efforts to shift more players to the defensive side of the play (i.e. four defenders, four midfielders, and two forwards), playing less-skilled players at the offensive side of play, or requiring the team to complete a string of passes before shooting are commonly accepted techniques.  Coaches continually “running-up” scores shall have their status evaluated by the Waldorf SC Executive Board. 
c. All players are entitled to a minimum of 50% playing time in each game, in any increment and regardless of the child’s team participation (i.e. practice attendance record).  Parents concerned with violations of this rule will first take their concerns to the coach.  If this is not possible or resolution is not reachable, parents shall take their concerns to the gender program director.  After notification to the gender program director, the team's next game will be monitored by a member of the Waldorf SC Executive Board to ensure all players are afforded the proper playing time.  The Executive Board may enlist help of parent members of the team in recording playing times for the remainder of the season.  If a coach continues to violate this rule, their status as a coach will be evaluated by the Executive Board.  If a player has a habit of not attending practice sessions, the coach may ask the VP, Recreational Program for a waiver to this rule. The VP, Recreational Program shall contact the affected parents and, if needed, waive the rule (after gaining approval from the President).
d. Slide tackles are not allowed in the U6, U8, U10 & U12 age groups.  It is considered a dangerous play.  SMYSL teams must adhere to their specific league rules regarding slide tackles.

e. All spectators must observe the game from behind the spectator stand-off line.  The spectator stand-off line will be three yards from the touch line (the end line in the U6 age group).  The purpose of this line is to protect the spectators, reduce potential interference with throw-ins, and enable better field visibility for both spectators and Assistant Referees. Spectators not adhering to this rule will be asked to leave the fields. 

f. During the contest, no one except the players and referees are allowed on the field, except in the event of injury and then with due caution, at the direction and discretion of the referee.

i. Parents desiring to attend to an injured child should refrain from entering the field of play until the referee motions them on.  Referees may not allow parents to enter the field of play, instead opting for the coach to attend to the situation.  Parents/guardians may briefly visit the player’s sideline to check on children who exited the field of play due to injury.  If the injured player is determined to be in good condition, then the parent/guardian must immediately return to spectator area.

ii. If a player is injured during the course of play and the referee indicates a stoppage of play, the injured player may or may not be required to exit the field of play.  If the coach of the injured player enters the field of play to attend to the injured player, the injured player will be substituted regardless of capability to continue.  The opposing team will be allowed a one-for-one substitution.  If the coach of the injured player does not enter the field of play, the injured player may continue to play.

iii. All injuries requiring medical attention, received either in game or practice situations, will be reported to the Vice President, Recreational Program at the earliest possible moment.

11. Adverse Weather

The Waldorf Soccer Club’s primary means of notification of weather events is the Club website (www.waldorfsoccer.com).  There will be an article posted on the front page and the field status indicator will be updated.  The website offers the opportunity to receive text message alerts when there is a change in field status.  The secondary means of notification of weather events is a broadcast e-mail out to the members and coaches of the Club.  If members are not receiving these broadcast e-mails, then there is a good chance the e-mail address on file in the on-line personnel system is either outdated or misspelled.  The Club highly encourages everyone to sign into their account every registration period and confirm all personal information (i.e. phone numbers, e-mails, address, etc).  The tertiary means of notification of weather events is execution of the Club phone tree.  Coaches must be cognizant of families on their team who may not have access to internet, e-mail or text message capability.
12. Game Officiating

a. Charles County will provide game officials to the Waldorf Soccer Club.

b. The game officials shall enforce all rules.  Judgment decisions of the referee are final and are not subject to appeal.

c. Fouls and Misconduct

i. The referee may issue either yellow (caution) or red (disqualification) cards during a game, if he/she determines that such action is necessary.

ii. Any coach, player, or spectator who receives a red card during the course of a game will be disqualified for the remainder of that game.  A disqualified coach, player, or spectator must leave the field of play for the remainder of the game.  The field of play shall be at the discretion of the referee.  A disqualified coach, player, or spectator will also receive an automatic suspension for the next game played.  On the day of the match, coaches must notify the age group coordinator of any cards issued to any of his/her players or team.  Age group coordinators will then, in turn, notify either the Boys or Girls Program Director of cards issued.

iii. Any coach, player, or spectator receiving two red cards during the course of a season will receive an automatic suspension for the remainder of the season (upon review by the Waldorf Soccer Club Executive Board).  The Waldorf Soccer Club Executive Board will also evaluate this coach, player, or spectator before he/she is allowed to return for the following season.

iv. Any coach who knowingly permits a disqualified player or spectator to participate in a match during that person's period of disqualification will be subject to disciplinary action by the Waldorf Soccer Club Executive Board.

v. Any disqualified coach who knowingly participates in a game during his/her period of disqualification will be subject to disciplinary action by the Waldorf Soccer Club Executive Board.

d. The Waldorf Soccer Club Executive Board reserves the right to dismiss coaches from their duties.
13. U6 Division

a. The Field of Play (Bryantown Sports Complex Fields 2, 9, and 10)
i. Dimensions: 30 yards (90 feet) long by 25 yards (75 feet) wide (two fields, side by side).

ii. Goal Size: ~6 feet wide by ~4 feet tall

iii. Markings:

1. The half line shall stretch the width of the field, equidistant from each of the goals.

2. The center circle shall be marked, so as to measure a 4-yard radius, in the center of the field.

3. 1-yard radius corner arcs.

iv. Team Area: 

1. Both teams shall congregate between the fields.

2. Only the head coach and one assistant coach shall be allowed in the coaches’ area between the fields.  Any other assistant coaches will not be allowed to coach during the game.  Coaches will not enter the field of play during the course of the game for the purpose of coaching.  Entering the field of play for injuries or during play stoppages is allowable.

3. Spectators will sit along the end line with the bleachers.


b. Players

i. The maximum number of players per team on each field is three.  EXCEPTION: if a team does not have enough players to play two simultaneous 3v3 games and with the concurrence of the opposing coach, teams may play a single 4v4 game until such time as the game is completed or enough players arrive to play two simultaneous 3v3 games.
ii. The minimum number of players per team on each field is three.

c. Game Play Guidelines

i. Format: The coaches will divide their teams into two squads of approximately six players each and will play two simultaneous games against like squads from the opposing team.  Free substitution is allowed between both fields.

ii. Duration of Play: There are four quarters of 10-minute duration in each game.  There shall be a 3-minute break between quarters, and a 5-minute halftime.

iii. Ball Size: #3 soccer ball.

iv. Fouls/Kicks:
1. All kicks are taken as indirect kicks.  Opponents must be at least 4 yards back.
2. No penalty kicks.
3. Start of play - The ball must be played forward and opponents must start outside of the center circle.
v. Kick-ins: Utilized for stoppages in play when the ball departs the field of play along the end lines.
1. Ball is awarded to the opposing team, and is brought into play from the nearest corner.
2. Kicks from the corners can be kicked or dribbled in; opponents must be 6 yards from the ball.
vi. Throw-Ins: Utilized for stoppages in play when the ball departs the field of play along the touchlines.  Two chances will be allowed.
vii. Offsides: No offsides will be called.
viii. Substitutions: Substitutions can be made "on the fly", but should not be used to slow play.  Players shall enter and exit the field near the mid-field line.  Players entering the field of play will wait for the exiting player to reach the sideline.
14. U8 Division
a. The Field of Play (Bryantown Sports Complex Fields 4, 5, and 7)
i. Dimensions: 35 yards (105 feet) long by 30 yards (90 feet) wide
ii. Goals: ~6 feet wide by ~4 feet tall
iii. Markings:
1. The half line shall stretch the width of the field, equidistant from each of the goals.
2. The center circle shall be marked, so as to measure a 4-yard radius, in the center of the field.
3. Goal area in front of each goal measuring 3 yards out from the goal line by 6 yards wide, centered on the goal.
4. 1-yard radius corner arcs.
iv. Team Area:
1. Both teams shall sit on the same side of the field.
2. Spectators shall sit on the opposite side of the field from the teams; at least 3 yards off the sideline and between the penalty areas.  The side of the field for spectators shall be the side of the field with the bleachers.
3. Coaches (head coach and one assistant coach) must remain on their half of the field within 10 yards of the midfield line.  Any other assistant coaches may not coach during the game and must remain on the spectator side of the field.

b. Players
i. The maximum number of players per team on the field at any time is 5; one of which must be the goalkeeper.
ii. The minimum number of players per team on the field at any time is 4; one of which must be the goalkeeper.
c. Game Play Guidelines
i. Duration of Play: there are four quarters of 10-minute duration in each game.  There shall be a 3-minute break between quarters, and a 5-minute halftime.
ii. Ball Size: #3 soccer ball.
iii. Fouls/Kicks:
1. All kicks are taken as indirect kicks.  Opponents must be at least 4 yards back.
2. No penalty kicks inside the goal box.  Fouls inside the goal area shall be moved to the nearest point outside the goal box.
3. Goal kicks may be taken from any point on or inside goal box; opponents must be 4 yards from ball.
4. Corner kicks must be kicked in; opponents must be 4 yards from the ball.
5. Start of play - The ball must be played forward and opponents must start outside of the center circle.
iv. Throw-Ins: Utilized for stoppages in play when the ball departs the field of play along the sidelines.  Two chances will be allowed.
v. Offsides: No offsides will be called.
vi. Substitutions: Substitutions can be made on any "dead ball" condition.  Players shall enter and exit the field near the mid-field line.  The player entering the game will wait for the exiting player to reach the sideline.
15. U10 Division
a. The Field of Play (Bryantown Sports Complex Fields 1, 8, and 11)
i. Dimensions: 70 yards (210 feet) long by 45 yards (135 feet) wide
ii. Goals: ~18 feet wide by ~6 feet tall
iii. Markings:
1. Halfway line the width of the field, marked equidistant between the goals.
2. Center circle with an 8-yard radius in the center of the field.
3. Goal area in front of each goal measuring 6 yards out from the goal line by 18 yards wide, centered on the goal.
4. Penalty area in front of each goal measuring 10 yards out from the goal line by 26 yards wide, centered on the goal.
5. 8-yard penalty shot marker and 8 yard radius penalty area arc.
6. 1-yard radius corner arcs.
iv. Team Area:
1. Both teams shall sit on the same side of the field.
2. Spectators shall sit on the opposite side of the field from the teams; at least 3 yards off the sideline and between the penalty areas.  The side of the field for spectators shall be the side of the field with the bleachers.
3. Coaches (head coach and one assistant coach) must remain on their half of the field between the midfield line and the penalty area.  Any other assistant coaches may not coach during the game and must remain on the spectator side of the field.


b. Players
i. The maximum number of players per team on the field at any time shall be 7; one of which must be the goalkeeper.
ii. The minimum number of players per team on the field at any time shall be 6; one of which must be the goalkeeper.
c. Game Play Guidelines
i. Duration of Play: two halves of 25 minutes each and a 10 minute halftime.
ii. Ball Size: #4 soccer ball.
iii. Fouls/Kicks:
1. Direct and indirect kicks are taken at the direction of the referee.  Opponents must be at least 10 yards back.
2. Penalty kicks are allowed.
3. Goal kicks are taken from within or on goal box and opponents must be outside of the penalty area.  The ball must leave the penalty area before another player touches it; otherwise, the goal kick is retaken.
4. Corner kicks are kicked in from the nearest corner. Opponents must be 10 yards from the ball.
5. Start of play – The ball must be played forward and opponents must start outside of the center circle.
iv. Throw-Ins: Only one chance allowed.
v. Offsides: Offsides will be called.
vi. Substitutions:
1. Coaches must ask permission from the referee prior to making substitutions.
2. All substitutes shall enter the field from midfield.  The player entering the game will wait for the exiting player to reach the sideline.
3. There is no limit to the number of substitutes that may be made during:
a. Any goal kick
b. Own team’s throw-in
c. After any goal

d. At halftime
e. Yellow Card - permitted only for cautioned player. Opposing team may sub like number.
f. Red Card - There is no substitution allowed for a disqualified player.
g. Injury - substitution permitted only for injured player. Opposing team may sub like number.
16. U12 Division
a. The Field of Play (Bryantown Sports Complex Fields 6, 13, and 15)
i. Dimensions: 80 yards (240 feet) long by 55 yards (165 feet) wide
ii. Goals: ~20 feet wide by ~8 feet tall
iii. Markings:
1. Halfway line the width of the field, marked equidistant between the goals.
2. Center circle with an 8-yard radius in the center of the field.
3. Goal area in front of each goal measuring 6 yards out from the goal line by 18 yards wide, centered on the goal.
4. Penalty area in front of each goal measuring 14 yards out from the goal line by 34 yards wide, centered on the goal.
5. 10-yard penalty shot marker and 8 yard radius penalty area arc.
6. 1-yard radius corner arcs.
iv. Team Area:
1. Both teams shall sit on the same side of the field.
2. Spectators shall sit on the opposite side of the field from the teams; at least 3 yards off the sideline and between the penalty areas.  The side of the field for spectators shall be the side of the field with the bleachers.
3. Coaches (head coach and one assistant coach) must remain on their half of the field between the midfield line and the penalty area.  Any other assistant coaches may not coach during the game and must remain on the spectator side of the field.

b. Players
i. The maximum number of players per team on the field at any time shall be 8; one of which must be the goalkeeper.
ii. The minimum number of players per team on the field at any time shall be 7; one of which must be the goalkeeper.
c. Game Play Guidelines
i. Duration of Play: Two halves of 30 minutes each and a 10 minute halftime.
ii. Ball Size: #4 soccer ball.
iii. Fouls/Kicks:
1. Direct and indirect kicks are taken at the direction of the referee.  Opponents must be at least 10 yards back.
2. Penalty kicks are allowed.
3. Goal kicks are taken from within or on goal box and opponents must be outside of the penalty area.  The ball must leave the penalty area before another player touches it; otherwise, the goal kick is retaken.
4. Corner kicks are kicked in from the nearest corner. Opponents must be 10 yards from the ball.
5. Start of play – The ball must be played forward and opponents must start outside of the center circle.
iv. Throw-Ins: Only one chance allowed.
v. Offsides: Offsides will be called.
vi. Substitutions:
1. Coaches must ask permission from the referee prior to making substitutions.
2. All substitutes shall enter the field from midfield.  The player entering the game will wait for the exiting player to reach the sideline.
3. There is no limit to the number of substitutes that may be made during:
a. Any goal kick
b. Own team’s throw-in
c. After any goal
d. At halftime
e. Yellow Card - permitted only for cautioned player. Opposing team may substitute like number.
f. Red Card - There is no substitution allowed for a disqualified player.
g. Injury - substitution permitted only for injured player. Opposing team may sub like number.

17. U14 and U18 Divisions

These divisions shall abide by the rules of the Waldorf Soccer Club and the SMYSL, as applicable.
All scores for SMYSL games shall be reported to the SMYSL Representative (Rep).  The SMYSL Rep will be assigned by the VP, Recreational Program each season and they will, in turn, send the scores to the league office. The SMYSL Rep will inform the coaches of any schedule changes made by the league.  They shall also copy the President, the VP Recreational Program, the program directors, the Scheduling and Scoring Director, and the Concession Stand Director.
18. Questions concerning this policy may be addressed to the Executive Board via either e-mail www.waldorfsoccer.comor regular mail to the address found on the Waldorf SC web site ().
// OFFICIAL //
Executive Board








Waldorf Soccer Club
ATTACHMENT 1
Waldorf Soccer Club Code of Conduct

Coach’s Code of Conduct:

· I will follow all policies and by-laws of the Waldorf SC and understand failure to comply and/or improper behavior may result in disciplinary action leading to expulsion from the Club.

· As an informal representative of the Waldorf SC; I understand my demeanor and actions, on and around the field, is a reflection of the Club and Waldorf, MD.  As primary role models for our children, I agree to demonstrate the utmost in sportsmanship and integrity.  I realize that failure to do so could result in suspension from events.

· I will lead by example; demonstrate fair play and good sportsmanship. I am responsible for the behavior of my players and their parents.

· I agree to always show respect towards other coaches, my players, opponents, fellow parents (of both teams) and the referee and his/her assistants.

· I will not harass, abuse, or berate anyone on or around the field, before, during or after the game. 

· I understand the Laws of the Game prohibit me from ever entering the field of play, even in the event of an injury to any player.  Only when the referee assesses and recognizes the extent of the injury will I be allowed to enter the field of play, and then only with the referee’s permission.
· I will place the emotional and physical well-being of my players ahead of my personal desire to win.
· I will treat each player as an individual.  I realize children develop physically and emotionally at different rates within the same age group.  I will play every player 50% or more of every game.
· I will instill a passion for the game, not a passion for winning.
· I will strive to improve my knowledge of the game and pursue coaching education which will allow me to better develop my players.
· I will use positive reinforcement when dealing with players.  I will never use foul or abusive language, and will never abuse a player mentally, verbally, or physically.
Attachment 1 (Continued)

Parents’/Spectators’ Code of Conduct:

· I will follow all policies and by-laws of the Waldorf SC and understand failure to comply and/or improper behavior may result in disciplinary action leading to expulsion from the Club.

· As an informal representative of the Waldorf SC; I understand my demeanor and actions, on and around the field, is a reflection of the Club and Waldorf, MD.  As primary role models for our children, I agree to demonstrate the utmost in sportsmanship and integrity.  I realize that failure to do so could result in suspension from events.

· I agree that my participation in the game is through watching, cheering, and supporting the efforts of ALL participants in the game. I will offer only clearly positive and encouraging comments to both teams.  Soccer must be fun! Remember, the game is for the children.

· I agree to always show respect towards the coaches, players, opponents, fellow parents (of both teams) and the referee and his/her assistants.  Remember, the referees and coaches are volunteers.

· At no time whatsoever at games, tournaments, practices, etc will I use foul or abusive language.

· I will not harass, abuse, or berate anyone on or around the field, before, during or after the game. 

· I understand the Laws of the Game prohibit me from ever entering the field of play, even in the event of an injury to any player.  Only when the referee assesses and recognizes the extent of the injury will I be allowed to enter the field of play, and then only with the referee’s permission and if asked by the coach for assistance.
· I understand that the head coach is responsible for the actions of his/her players, parents and assistant coaches. I agree not to coach from the sideline; let the coach do his/her job no matter how much I may disagree. If there is a problem, I will talk in a calm rational manner with the coach in a personal setting.  If this is not possible, I agree to contact the gender program director.  If resolution cannot be obtained, the Vice President, Recreational Program may be contacted.

· I understand it is the sole responsibility of the parent / legal guardian to promptly transport, or have prior arrangements, for my child to and from all games and practices.

· Take responsibility to learn (and teach) the rules of the game, as well as the spirit of the game.

· Get involved with the organization and promote the game in a positive way.
Attachment 1 (Continued)
Players’ Code of Conduct:

· I will HAVE FUN! I will maintain a high level of sportsmanship and fair play.

· I will play within the laws of the game and the spirit of the game.

· I will BE ON TIME and prepared for matches and training sessions.  I will have plenty of water and be dressed in appropriate equipment.  This is MY responsibility, not my parents!

· I will display self-control in all situations and will not use foul or abusive language.

· I will play to the best of my ability all of the time, have a positive attitude, and encourage others.

· I will show respect towards the coaches, my teammates, my opponents, the parents of both teams and the referee and his/her assistants.

Attachment 1 (Continued)

Date: ________________________

MEMORANDUM FOR WALDORF SC EXECUTIVE BOARD

From: ____________________________, Parent/Guardian of ________________________

(Print Your Name)




       
 (Print Child’s Name – May Be N/A for Coaches)

SUBJECT: Waldorf SC Code of Conduct Acknowledgement – ________________________.











(Enter Season ID – i.e. Spring 2011)

1. Rules governing the Waldorf Soccer Club Recreation Program are found in the Recreation Program Policy Directive.  Attachment 1 of the Recreation Program Policy Directive is the Club Code of Conduct.

2. I have read and understand the Waldorf Soccer Club Code of Conduct.  I agree to abide by the Code of Conduct and agree to educate all players, parents, spectators, and officials on the Code of Conduct.

3. I understand violations of the Waldorf SC Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action.

__________________________________________, Parent / Guardian / Coach, Waldorf SC

(Signature)





(Circle Appropriate)




Coaches and Players Area








Waldorf Soccer Club    P.O. Box 314    
Waldorf, MD 20604    waldorfsoccerclub@yahoo.com

